
 
 

Date: June 15 – June 21, 2009 Event: Local Team Championships 2009 LY 

Location: Golden Cue Billiards, Kelly’s Pub, and Cue Time Billiards. 

  

 

Goodfellas, Pool Mafia, and Cue Can Do say “VEGAS OR BUST!” 
 

After a grueling week of fierce 

pool competition, 3 teams from the 

San Gabriel Valley APA shredded 

their respective fields to emerge as 

the National Team Championship 

qualifiers. Goodfellas (Open 8 

Ball from Golden Cue Billiards, 

South El Monte, CA) took home 

the title and bragging rights as 

they handed runners up Pool 

Mafia (Open 8 Ball from The Be 

Back Bar, Covina, CA) their only 

loss of the tournament. In the open 

team 9 ball format, Cue Can Do 

muscled their way through a field 

of 12 regional teams to grab the 

spot. All 3 teams earned berths in 

the National tournament to be held 

at the Riviera Hotel and Resort at 

the end of August where they will 

face nearly a thousand teams from 

the U.S., Canada, and even Japan. 

 

The Goodfellas team began their bid with a big scare as they faced a tenacious “The 8 Ballers” team. Quickly falling 

behind 2-0 in a race to 3, Goodfellas captain Gabriel Jurado jump started the team with a 4-3 win over Angel Peralta. 

Gary Sunda and Jaime Herrera then followed suit to cap off the comebacker to advance. The team then dispatched “The 

Average Joes” in round 2 with a 3-1 win. Seemingly getting stronger as the tournament proceeded, they made quick work 

of “Team Royal” with a 3-0 win. In the finals, against “Pool Mafia”, Jaime Herrera opened the match by defeating 

William Mauldin 3-0. Lorena Herrera proceeded to put Goodfellas up 2-0 with a win over Sydney Silvera. Rhode Island 

transfer player Vic Grigorian ultimately closed the match out with a 4-1 win over Jared Mousteiko. Goodfellas through 

some stellar play took home the national berth, the plaques, the cash, and the bragging rights. 

 

Pool Mafia faced some rough competition as well to start as they were paired up with perennial favorites “Air Barrels” in 

the opening round. Tommy Chavez gave Pool Mafia the early lead with a long winded 4-2 win over Mindy Park. Sydney 

Silvera followed up with a win over Paul Joko. Shorthanded, Air Barrels were forced to forfeit the remaining matches 

giving Pool Mafia a head of wind into the 2
nd

 round. Matched up against a strong K.O. team in the round 2, Pool Mafia 

quickly found themselves in the hole 1-0 with a loss by Captain Ace Israel. The calm and collected Pool Mafia team 

responds in the 2
nd

 match with their hot shooter “Tommy Gun” Chavez who proceeded to rip apart perhaps the strongest 

player in the league Yi Mei Fei, capping off his win with a emphatic 8 Ball Break. Brian Feeney and Sidney Silvera claim 

the 3
rd

 and 4
th
 match to advance Pool Mafia on to the semi finals. With 1 win away from Nationals, they quickly fell 



behind 2-0 to a hungry and determined 

“Smoke This” team behind losses by 

Brian Feeney and Sydney Silvera. 

Captain Ace Israel makes up for his last 

loss by jumping all over the 3
rd

 match 5-

1 over Carlos Gonzales. “Tommy Gun” 

evened the match up in the 4
th
 with a 4-1 

win over Jorge Huerta. As expected with 

the match knotted at 2-2 and the final 

individual match at hill-hill. Both 

players were on the 8 ball. James Kotzin 

attempts a 1 rail kick at the 8 ball only to 

get an unfortunate double kiss leaving a 

duck in the corner for Devin Bowman of 

Pool Mafia to mop up. After that roller 

coaster, the team was already guaranteed 

an entry to Nationals. Even though they 

lost the finals to Goodfellas, the team is 

excited to see what they can do in 

Vegas. 

 

 

 

In The 9 Ball format, “Cue Can Do” 

(El Fino’s, City of Industry, CA) 

steamrolled their way to the finals 

with punishing wins over “Moe’s 

Menagerie” (48-32) and “Most 

Evil” (45-15). The finals however, 

were a different story all together. 

Even though the match started with 

2 huge wins by “Cue Can Do”, their 

opponents “Steve & The Guys” 

fought for every point tooth and 

nail. Laurence Punzalan got out of 

the gate with a 14-6 win over Steve 

Ruiz, this lead was further padded 

by Rodelio Sarrol’s 16-4 win over 

Omar Guitierrez. Patrick Logan in 

the 3
rd

 put “Cue Can Do” up 43-17 

in a race to 50. With the match 

seemingly locked up, the 4
th
 match 

perked a lot of interest as Alfonso 

Gutierrez pumped much needed life 

back into “Steve & The Guys” with 

a 20-0 skunk.  With only a 6 point differential in the match score, the 5
th
 and final match pitted Courtney Kinney (SL2) 

against Donavan Balan (SL3). Kinney had to secure 15 points before Balan’s needed 25 to give “Cue Can Do” the win. 

The two traded point for point in the 1
st
 rack. A crucial scratch in rack #2 gave a 2 point lead to Kinney who at this point 

smelled blood and pounced on the last 3 points in rack #3. Relief and celebrations ensued as “Cue Can Do” claimed the 

national berth. 

Our qualified teams and players showed a lot of heart this 3
rd

 week June as they matured from people that played pool to 

“pool players”.  The San Gabriel wishes them luck in August. Goodfellas, Cue Can Do, and Pool Mafia – May all the 

rolls go your way! 

 

 



  

  

  

  

 
Jared and Sydney 

 
Lorena Herrera 

 
Devin Bowman and Damn It Dan 

 
Gary Sunda talks pool physics with Vic Grigorian 

 
Grace Luu and Jason Marchesano on the lag. 

 
Mike Lanceta doing finger pushups 



 
Joe Martinez and Grace Luu. “This is parallel!” 

 
Alfonso Gutierrez plays cue guitar. 

 
Ryan Grega going over a shot with Jason M. 

 
Jason Cook of Smoke This 

 
Jorge Huerta and Carlos get their grub on. 

 
Dawn and Dan – Scratch N’ Sniff wins qualifier. 

 
Congratulations: 

GOODFELLAS (Golden Cue Billiards, South El Monte, CA) 
Gabriel Jurado, Gary Sunda, Jaime Herrera, Vic Grigorian, Martin Barragan, Lorena Herrera, Patricia Ryan 

 

POOL MAFIA (The Be Back Bar,  Covina, CA) 
Ace Israel, Dan Mohrman, William Mauldin, Tommy Chavez, Jared Mousteiko, Devin Bowman, Sydney Silvera, Brian Feeney| 

 

CUE CA# DO (El Fino’s Cigars & Wine, City of Industry, CA) 
Joe Martinez, Rod Sarrol, Grace Luu, Steven Bahena, Courtney Kinney, Laurence Punzalan, Patrick Logan, David Mount 

 


